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Being formed into community—telling our stories into our fuller humanity 
 
 
1 Genesis 1 (NRSV)  

1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  

2 26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness…. 
1 27 So God created human beings in His image,  

in the image of God She created them;  
male and female God created them.  

2 31 God saw everything that [God] had made, and indeed, it was very good.  
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  

  
1 Genesis 2  

7 then the LORD God formed a human from the dust of the ground, and breathed into 
its nostrils the breath of life;  
and the human became a living being.  
8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east;  
and there He put the human whom She had formed.  

2 19 And out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every 
bird of the air…. 

  
1 Matthew 13 

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood 
on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in stories, saying: “Listen! A sower went 
out to sow….  

2 24 He told them another story: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 
who sowed good seed in his field….” 

1 Luke 18 
9 He also told this story to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and 
regarded others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector.... 

2 Matthew 13 
34 Jesus told the crowds all these things in stories; without a story he told them nothing.  

  
1 Luke 24  

1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the 
spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but 
when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, 
suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified 
and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for 
the living among the dead? Jesus is not here, but has risen.  

  
1 
& 
2 

John 1 
1 In the beginning was the Story, and the Story was with God, and the Story was God.i  
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 In the Beginning were Stories, Not Texts, is the title of a book written by theologian, C. S. 

Song. It’s a bit startling to say, “in the beginning were stories.” We’re used to hearing, “in the 

beginning was the word.” And at least for me, to replace the word with stories seems almost 

profane. Stories are so common, ordinary, accessible to anyone, at anytime, anywhere. But 

the word. The Word is unique, singular, holy. Isn’t it? 

 And yet, if we stop and sit with this notion that, in the beginning were stories, we begin to 

hear a truth in it. And as we enter into our new theme about telling our stories, it’s necessary 

for us to stop. To stop and consider what stories are and what they are not. Because stories 

are so familiar, we need a bit of disorientation to open spaces so we can hear and see 

something new, and then hopefully, find a new orientation.  

 In the beginning were stories. Of course this is true. What we now know as the Bible was first 

of all passed along as stories. Stories that were told and re-told, from one generation to the 

next. Stories that were listened to and stories that were spoken. Stories that captured the 

imagination of best storytellers. And the most ordinary storytellers. Stories that formed new 

storytellers. The Bible is, if anything, a book of stories. The stories of creation, of Adam and 

Eve, Cain and Abel, Joseph and his brothers, stories of exodus, and wilderness, stories of 

conquest and occupation, stories of kings, stories of rape and murder, stories of a promised 

land, and the kingdom of God, stories of liberation and healing, stories of transformation 

and resurrection. From cover to cover, the Bible is full of stories. 

 We refer to the Bible is the Word of God. Or, the story of God. And it is. But it is every 

bit as much a story about human beings as it is a story about God. From Genesis to 

Revelation, from story to story to story, as God is being revealed, so too is the truth about 

humanity being revealed. And when we see this—when we see that the Bible is the story of 

God and human beings—we begin to see how connected God and humanity are. We begin 
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to understand that God is with us, that God is part of creation, part of us, that God is woven 

into the human story and the human story is woven into the God story. C. S. Songs writes,  

 “God is not concept; God is story.  
God is not idea; God is presence.  
God is not hypothesis; God is experience.  
God is not principle; God is life.”1 
 

 One of the things Song points to in his book is that all stories are theological. That all 

the stories we tell, that any story we hear, is saying something about God. If “God is life,” 

then God is, indeed, in all parts of our living. And if God is in all parts of our living, then 

God is in all of our stories. 

 This makes sense intellectually, but it’s certainly not the way I usually think about 

common, everyday stories and storytelling. The biblical stories, yes, of course those are 

theological. Of course they’re about God. But what about the stories we read or hear on the 

news? The stories we read to our children? The books we read? The stories we tell after a 

long day at work? The stories we tell about our childhood? Or about difficult experiences? 

The story about Fellowship of Hope? What do our stories, and how we tell our stories, say 

about God? About the presence and experience of God in life?  

 Let’s consider, for the next few minutes, the biblical story. Which is, of course, not one 

story, but many stories. In the many stories, what is the story of God?  

There is the story of God as Creator. But it isn’t just that God created once and was 

done. Rather, woven throughout the many stories is a story of God creating, again and again. 

When famine threatened an end, God created a way for Jacob and his sons to eat. When 

slavery oppressed and consumed life, God created a way out. When exile cut off all hope, 

God opened a new way. When sin and disease cast people aside, God in Jesus restored life. 

 
1 Excerpt From: C.S. Song. “In the Beginning Were Stories, Not Texts.” Apple Books. 

https://books.apple.com/us/book/in-the-beginning-were-stories-not-texts/id1453473505 
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When human beings are at their end, when there is no hope and no sign of life, God creates 

new life. Where there is no way, God creates a way. In barren places and spaces, through the 

ages God has been creating new life. Even in death, even in the tomb, God is creating, God 

is creator. The story of God is a story of life. And creativity. And persistent aliveness. 

There are also stories in the Bible that tell us about God being present with human 

beings. God was present with Eve and Adam, walking in the Garden with them. In the 

wilderness, God was present in a cloud and fire, moving, wandering with the people every 

day, going where they went, staying where they stayed. God was present with Hagar after 

she’d been thrown out of Sarah and Abraham’s house. God was present, wrestling with 

Jacob in a dream. God was with us in Jesus, the human being who lived in Palestine 2,000 

years ago. And God is present with us and with all creation in the Holy Spirit. The story of 

God is a story of presence, constant, persistent presence.  

There are so many stories about God to tell, but since we have all year, let’s look at just 

one more. There are the stories of God as love and mercy. We see God as love in choosing 

Israel, a small, powerless, rejected people. The story of God as love chooses the last, the 

invisible, the weak and vulnerable. This same love chose David as king. He was an unlikely 

choice, a boy that no nation would have chosen. But the story of God as love sees all bodies. 

And no body is too little or too invisible or too lost for God to seek and see. And when David 

sins, as he does, egregious and heinous crimes, the story of God as mercy unfolds. And 

when Jesus is on the cross, being murdered, we hear the story of God’s mercy, “Father, 

forgive them. They don’t know what they’re doing.” Merciful God is faithful when human 

beings are unfaithful. Merciful God keeps chooses the ones that humans reject. And when 

God is rejected, God keeps choosing us. And when humans hate, merciful God 

loves…loves graciously, generously, gratuitously.  
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The many stories in the Bible begin and unfold as stories do, with a beginning, a middle, 

and an end. Each story is unique to the particular people and the particular time and place. 

But as we listen to the many stories, we begin to hear, again and again, their common 

ending. The many stories end with creation and restoration; with extravagant love and 

mercy; with hope and healing. The end may take years, decades, generations of human years. 

But the ending of the story of God, and the story of humanity, is life. Stubborn. Relentless 

life and aliveness.  

C. S. Song summarizes the story of God this way: 

“God is a Story-God,  
a God who, with the stories God tells through innumerable people throughout the ages, 
creates beginnings,  
a God who, with stories, converts ends to beginnings,  
a God who, with powerful stories, transforms death into life,  
a God who, with tender and compassionate stories, turns despair into hope.”2 
 
If God is a Story-God, then surely human beings are story-humans. Afterall, the 

beginning of our human story is that we are created in the image of God. And if we are in 

God’s image, then the stories of Story-God are the stories of story-humans. 

So we begin to get a sense of how it is that we will tell our stories into our fuller humanity. To 

tell our stories into our fuller humanity is to learn to tell our stories, not from their linear or 

historical beginning, but from their ending, from their ending as part of the God story. We 

begin at the end because our beginning is always life and aliveness. Our beginning is always 

love and mercy. Our beginning is always hope and resurrection and life infused with God the 

Holy Spirit.  

Knowing that our beginning is always love and mercy changes how we tell and hear 

stories. We’ll spend this year practicing…practicing telling stories…practicing listening to 

 
2 Excerpt From: C.S. Song. “In the Beginning Were Stories, Not Texts.” Apple Books. 

https://books.apple.com/us/book/in-the-beginning-were-stories-not-texts/id1453473505 
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stories…practicing storytelling from the beginning of the God-story. Together we will 

practice and explore. We already began this practice at our retreat as we told our stories as 

part of the God-story.  

This is our invitation this year. To begin listening for the God-story…whether we’re 

listening to the news or talking about our day. May we listen for the God-story every day, in 

every story. And may the stories we live and the stories we tell, begin with…always begin 

with…the creativity and love and mercy of God. 

John 1 
1 In the beginning was the Story, and the Story was with God, and the Story was God.ii  

 
i In his book, In the Beginning were Stories, not Texts, C.S. Song translates John 1.1 as 

“story.” 
ii In his book, In the Beginning were Stories, not Texts, C.S. Song translates John 1.1 as “story.” 


