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Being formed into community—telling our stories into our fuller humanity 
7th Sunday of Easter, John 17:1-11 
Meditation on Abiding and one-ing 
 
 In these last three Sundays of Easter, we’ve been hearing Jesus’ teachings on abiding. The 
teaching is an intricate weaving. Jesus takes the threads of abiding and layers it with the one 
command to love each other as I have loved you, and weaves in his leaving and his relationship with 
Creator God.  
 Today’s teaching is particularly interesting in light of the Ascension. The Lectionary this 
year has given us this pre-crucifixion and pre-resurrection Text for the Sunday after the 
Ascension of Jesus. We hear Jesus’ words while we are waiting…waiting for the coming of 
our Advocate, the Holy Spirit of God. This is an exquisite frame for us to listen in…and 
hear. 
 This passage is often referred to as Jesus’ teaching on unity. It certainly is that. And more. 
Kris Rocke writing in “Street Psalms” this week says this is a teaching about one-ing. I like 
that. The strangeness of his word usage causes us to pause…be curious…and explore the 
layers and intricacies of Jesus’ words.  
 In v 3 we hear, “And this is eternal life, that [the ones You have given me] may know You, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” Jesus has just told the disciples, 
and us, as plainly as he could that eternal life is knowing…eternal life is having a relationship 
with Creator God and Jesus, the Christ. Eternal life isn’t a destination after death, but an 
intimate knowing and relationship. 
 As we keep listening to Jesus weaving this teaching, we get a sense of this life without end. 
Jesus and God the Creator have been in a relationship since before the world and time 
began. The space and place of the relationship has changed, but the relationship itself is 
without ending. And without beginning. And Jesus is weaving his disciples and us into this 
life without end.  

Our lives are part of this web of endless life. We are woven into the fabric of life and 
aliveness. There is one fabric, one life. Humanity is woven into this fabric, woven in with trees 
and butterflies, stitched together with mountains and oceans. One life. One creation. One 
cosmos. One Creator God. 

This is what we’ve invited to participate in! This is Jesus’ prayer, “Holy Father, keep them 
in Your name…so that they may be one, as We are one.” 

The global pandemic we’re experiencing has revealed the truth of Jesus’ teaching. We can 
see the oneness of humanity in the way this virus is spreading around the planet. We are 
woven together. We are so tightly knit together that it takes great effort to stay apart. And as 
human beings have stopped our incessant and oppressive activities, as we’ve stayed in our 
places, other parts of creation have been able to flourish. 

Living into the oneness that Jesus is teaching is not easy. We instinctively focus on what 
we can see with our eyes and touch with our hands. Our focus is limited by the physicality 
and materiality of our individual lives and life on planet Earth. Our bodies, our biology have 
a beginning and an ending. But our aliveness, Jesus teaches, is eternal. Our bodies and 
biology begin and end, but our aliveness is eternal. 

This isn’t just what Jesus teaches. It’s what we witness as we follow Jesus. The historical 
Jesus was born and died. But he trusted…he so profoundly trusted that he was and is woven 
into a living relationship with Creator God that he was able to be at-one—to abide in the 
oneness—even as he faced death. And because we follow Jesus, we see and know that 
death—even our dying—is part of eternal life.  
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And then, this past Thursday, we watched Jesus ascend. And while he may be gone from 
Earth, he is present. He remains woven into the fabric of life and aliveness. When the 
human one ascended into the heavens, we watched as humanity itself was carried into and 
woven into the heavens.  

Jesus is eternally knit together in relationship with Creator God,  
and God in relationship with humanity and creation,  

and humanity in relationship with God and creation.  
A singular life and aliveness. On Earth as in heaven. In heaven as on Earth.  

Our God is a living God.  
May we know ourselves created in the image of One God. 
And may we trust the exquisite fabric of life and aliveness that we have been born into. 

 


