
The Lord who is our Brother 

Today’s readings (Acts 7 and John 14) suggest two rather divergent messages to 

me, but I think they’re both important for this time, and maybe not so unrelated 

as they seem at first glance. 

Acts 7:56-8:1 - “Look, I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the 

right hand of God!”   59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord 

Jesus, receive my spirit….Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had 

said this, he died.  And Saul approved of their killing him. 

Don’t we have to be a little startled that this man Saul—Paul, scandalized and 

enraged like his fellow Jews by Stephen’s vision of Jesus standing at the right 

hand of God, a few years later can write something like this?  : God’s power was 
at work in Christ when God raised him from the dead and sat him at God’s right 
hand in the heavens, 21 far above every ruler and authority and power and 
angelic power,…and put everything under Christ’s feet. (Eph 1:20) For in him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. (Col.1:19-20) 

It’s a remarkable turn around for Paul, at first enraged by Stephen’s vision of 

Jesus at God’s right hand, then extolling Christ’s ascension as a wondrous and 

fundamental truth. The importance of Stephen’s vision and Paul’s claim, for 

today, is that we too might seize, and be seized by, this reality: Jesus, crucified, 

raised and ruling over the powers of darkness and death, seeking the 

reconciliation of all things!  

We are dismayed by the grief and chaos that coronavirus, and its spin-offs, has 

wrought. But do we see, and join, the signs of Christ’s compassionate, and 

subversive, reign, now, today, among us?   :flowering trees, neighborly acts of 

kindness, poetic words of lament, challenge and hope, the perseverance of 

human and earthly nurture?    But— don’t imagine that we can see all that Christ 

is doing to restrain the powers of darkness. The triumph of Christ over the 

principalities that wreak havoc among us goes beyond our power to see and 

comprehend. Perhaps even the coronavirus has a place in subduing other powers 

of chaos. The ascension and reign of Christ, the forgiving victim, moves always 

toward the reconciliation and transformation of all things in Christ Jesus.  

Don’t be troubled, trust in God, trust in the mysterious reign of Christ. 



 

 

I want yet to make several comments about the Gospel reading: this intimate, 

and tender, farewell encounter of Jesus with his brothers, his disciples. “Don’t be 
troubled, he says, you trust God, don’t you? Trust me, too.”   

Jesus is candid about his imminent leaving of his friends, but seeks to console 

them by pointing the way to solidarity with and among them. His comments 

about his Father’s house and preparing a place for them really need to be 

understood in the light of the strong theme of this discourse: the mutual “abiding 

in”, “dwelling in”, or just “being in”: Trust me, says Jesus, when I say that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me…  On that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, you are in me, and I am in you. Abide in me as I abide in you.  

 When Jesus talks of “rooms” or “dwelling places” in his Father’s house, he’s 

using the same root word as “dwelling in” or “abiding”. And to correct the idea 

that these “rooms” or “mansions” that Jesus is going to prepare are in another 

world (or heaven), Jesus says this only a few sentences later: “Whoever loves me 
will keep my word. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and 
make our home with them.”  These dwelling places begin here and now! 

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.  If you have really known me, you will also know the Father. So— 

if anyone wants to go to the Father, and the Father is in Jesus and Jesus in the 

Father, you can’t avoid Jesus when you go to God. There is no rivalry here, 

certainly not between Father and Son. Nor between Jesus and others on their 

way to God. Nor is there to be rivalry among those in whom God and Jesus 

have made their home.  I think this was Jesus’ main concern in this passage, 

much more than some exclusivism or exceptionalism of Christianity with respect 

to other faiths.      And this is a message for these days. 

On Thursday evening at our zoom meeting, I looked over this dear, motley 

group of folks joined by some technological miracle on a single tv screen, and 

thought, “You know, the greater miracle is our being joined together by the 

Reign and Kinship of Christ. I would never have handpicked this group to be my 

closest companions on the Way!” But my next thought was, “Yes, but, I would 

never choose to separate any one of you from this little flock that God has 

gathered here!” May this be so! 


