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Avram, Genesis 12.1-10; 22.1-19 

 

Maybe I’m a theology geek, or a Bible nerd, but I love and am fascinated by the OT.  

Certainly part of the fascination is the result of discovering—after years of thinking these 

Texts were about an angry God and had nothing to contribute to 20th and 21st century faith 

and spirituality—discovering with surprise and delight that these narratives do have 

something to say! Actually, something profound to contribute. And the OT God is the same 

gracious and loving NT God, the Living One Jesus loved and worshiped. So as I lived with 

Abraham this week (and I’ll live with Sarah and Hagar next week) I found myself wondering 

about the inspiration Jesus drew from Abraham, seeing reflections of Abraham's call and his 

test in the life of Jesus. These narratives, already ancient in Jesus’ day, were surely a 

significant part of Jesus’ social, political, and spiritual formation. And what prepared him to 

go to the cross. It was also quite interesting how much Richard Rohr's daily meditations this 

week reflected Abraham's call and the sermon that was brewing.  There are of course many 

sermons that could be preached about Abraham and about different stages of his life, but, 

while holding this congregation and keeping one eye on Abraham and the other on Jesus, 

this sermon emerged.  

We're introduced to Abraham in chapter 12, or Abram at this point. Our 

introduction begins with YHWH saying to him, 

Go-you-forth 
from your land, 
from your kindred, 
from your father’s house, 
To the land that I will let you see.1 
 
Now, one of our problems with biblical Texts, particularly OT Texts, is that we're so 

familiar with the stories, and our theology is so deeply ingrained, that when we hear or read 
                                                 
1  Everett Fox, The Five Books of Moses. All quotes from this translation. 
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the Words, we really don’t hear them. If reading or hearing a different translation our 

listening is new, but for the most part we think we know what it means, so we listen for what 

we think it says. Listen again.  Listen from a place of I-don't-know: 

(read slowly, pausing/silence at the end of each line) 
Go-you-forth 
from your land, 
from your kindred, 
from your father’s house, 
To the land that I will let you see. 
 

 Listen a third time. This time listen as though the words were notes on a musical 

score, and you're the musician, breathing into and filling the words with life, meaning, and 

beauty. Or listen as an artist—what colors and images do you see and hear as you put color 

and shape on your canvas? Listen to these words beyond their flat meaning on the page, 

beyond a prescribed literal or historical meaning.  Let the Spirit of God breathe life into your 

ears as you hear Eternal Truth about what it means to be human in this world: 

(read slowly, pausing/silence at the end of each line) 
Go-you-forth 
from your land, 
from your kindred, 
from your father’s house, 
To the land that I will let you see. 
 
Go Abram. Go forth Suella. Go forth FoH. Walk away from where you are.   
Go away from your land and home. Leave your comfort and security. Detach 
yourself from your work and your responsibilities.  
Separate yourselves from your kindred, your relatives, your community and 
relationships. Let go of your identities. 
Leave your father's house. Release your past. Leave your learning and your knowing 
behind. 
Detach yourself from what you have. From what you know. From who you are. 
From who you've been. 
Go to new, foreign lands. Be an alien. Live among strangers. Live in the land of I-
don't-know. Be at home in vulnerable territory. Dwell in unfamiliar places and 
spaces, in new ways of being and doing. 
Go, and I, Eternal God, Holy Mystery, will let you see a new land, a new earth. I will 
give you a new seeing. 
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 Picking up and moving is hard, even if it's just across town. But it's the living without 

place or past or identity that is really hard. The Eternal One asks Abram, asks us as 

individuals, asks us as Fellowship of Hope, to live in the present. Separated from our past 

and our identity, all there is to do is live in the presence, in the awe and wonder of God, of 

Holy Mystery. Once we've gone forth, once we're detached, then we'll have arrived in the 

place God has promised. Going forth is more than a geographical move. Physically walking 

away from our possessions, our homes, our neighborhood and community...well, that would 

be hard. Imagine that for a minute.... As difficult as that would be, to become a people of 

God, YHWH asks us to walk away, walk away from our identity and our past. If walking 

away from our geographical place and space is hard, removing ourselves from our past is 

even harder. And releasing our identity is terrifying. God knows that. But the new earth 

cannot be seen as long as we hold onto the known, to our familiar ways of being, our 

recognized identity. We can see the promised land only after we've let go of our attachments, 

given up our ways of knowing and seeing and being. This is true for us as individuals. It's 

true for us as Fellowship of Hope. 

 “But...” You might be ready to argue that God has called this congregation to this 

place and this identity. To this way of being. Even that, God asks us to give up. Abram and 

Sarai left, “passed through the land, as far as the Place of Shekhem, as far as the Oak of 

Moreh [where] YHWH was seen by Avram....” They went forth and God shows Herself to 

them in this new place. But before they can get attached to this new place, the promised 

place, there's a famine and they have to leave. As people of God, our attachment is to the 

Living God. Our commitment is seeing God. In the present tense. As people of God, we're 

always to be turning away from our ego—our individual egos and our corporate egos—
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turning away from our hold on the past and our identity and turning toward the new earth 

that Creator God shows us. 

 Leaving our past and our identity behind in order to see God in the present isn't all 

that God asks of Abraham. Abraham begins his journey of separating and differentiating and 

following God with the promise of a new place and a new people. A new identity. And a 

new future. The promises are difficult enough, particularly the one about being the father of 

many nations. It's his name, after all, yet he's still waiting to be father as God promised. 

When at last Isaac is born, God asks Abraham to give up Isaac in sacrifice. This story of 

God asking Abraham to kill his son is difficult. But we shouldn't dismiss it so easily. I can't 

understand or defend the violence of child sacrifice. Consider instead that this story is about 

something more, about something that points to a larger truth: God is asking Abraham to 

give up his future. Abraham saw God. Heard God. He knew his promised future. We 

understand what it means to look toward the future, waiting for promises to be fulfilled. But 

identifying with the Eternal One, being a people of Holy Mystery, means always and 

continually giving up. Letting go. Being a people of God means relinquishing our hold and 

demand on our future. As a congregation, we too are asked to let go of our future, to release 

our planned for and promised future.  When we let go of what we know and what we 

understand, then we are free to see God show Himself. When we detach from our human 

ways of knowing and seeing, then our eyes can see the ram in the thicket, can see another 

possibility provided. 

 This doesn't mean that God doesn't fulfill Her promises. Rather, God's promises 

aren't confined or defined by human ways of seeing and understanding. God's promise isn't 

about a particular land or place so much as about our relationship with God in any place and 

in all places. God's promise isn't so much about Abraham fathering a particular number of 
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people as it is about giving birth to a people who are willing to let God be the life-giving 

breath and being and presence in their lives. 

 We see in Jesus a human being who like Abram, went forth, living in all places and in 

every place. The God of Abraham and Jesus is not bound by territory and place—wherever 

Jesus was, God was and God was seen. Like Abram, Jesus left his kindred, left his father's 

and mother's house. Jesus' teachings and ministry were unfamiliar and strange to his kindred 

and community. But Jesus kept his eyes on God as heavenly Parent. Kept his identity 

focused on being a child of God. Jesus wasn't bound by the expectations and values of his 

parents and community; rather he was free to give himself to the reign of God. Like 

Abraham, Jesus was tested; his 40 days and nights in the wilderness a test of his willingness 

to give up his own dreams and visions of what the Kingdom of God would look like. As 

Abraham was willing to give up his future, embodied in his son Isaac, so Jesus, instead of 

turning stones into bread and becoming a political force in Jerusalem, was willing instead to 

walk to the cross. Giving up his three-year-old ministry to an unjust trial and early, violent 

death, he died without a place. Without a community. He died naked and alone—separated 

from identity, from past, from future. In his living, dying, and resurrecting he released his 

life, giving the embodiment of his future to his disciples, to us. 

 Jesus gave himself to this human experience because he understood that the 

fulfillment of God's promise lived beyond his and any humanity identity. He lived as he 

taught us to live, “[T]hose who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 

life for my sake will save it.2  Losing our lives isn’t easy; finding our lives in the heart of a 

living and loving God is pure freedom, joy, and grace. 

                                                 
2  NRS Luke 9:24 


